courses recommended towards the 

Religion & Conflict Transformation Certificate Program

of the Boston Theological Institute 

SPRING 2011
ANDOVER NEWTON THEOLOGICAL SCHOOL
ANTS ETHI 725 
[ETHI/JUST] Christian Ethics and U.S. Civil Society: Consumerism and the Environment
What does U.S. civil society have to say to Christian Ethics? What do Christian ethics have to contribute to U.S. civil society? This dialogical conversation is examined in this course looking specifically at the question of consumerism as part of the dominant ethos of U.S. society and its relationship to the environmental crisis. The course asks the questions of what should be the role of the churches in the development of identity - what does it mean to be a U.S. citizen in a consumer society - as we ll as policy change and social transformation - solving the environmental crisis and the current green movement. Prerequisite: ETHI 601 or 602. Limit: 20.
Dávila W 9-11:50 Spring 
ANTS ETHI 746/846
Theology of Money
This course offers a theological study of the nature and role of money in contemporary societies. It is not about stewardship of personal money, but about the peculiar dialectics of the monetary structures and forces that frame existence and actively confront persons, peoples, classes, gender, races, and economies in a fallen world. This course will shine a bright theological-ethical light on the motion of money in both national and global spheres so as to highlight the serious ethical issues that pertain to the production, circulation, control, and use of money in the structures and organizations of economic life. The class will reflect on how to nudge the structures and organization of monetary life toward creating and maintaining an embracing economic community that brings unity-in-difference into perpetual play and also fosters more ethical relationality without stifling its creativity and galvanizing force. This course meets the Ethics and Social Justice distributional requirement.
Wariboko T 2-4:50 Spring 
ANTS ETHI 780 
[ETHI/PRAC] With Head and Heart: The Life and Thought of Howard Thurman
This course will explore the ministerial and theological contributions of Howard Thurman with a special emphasis on his integration of deepening spirituality and daring justice-making. Limit: 15.
K. Jones Th 9-11:50 Spring 
ANTS ETHI 785/885
Theologies of Work
This course attempts to develop a theological-ethical framework to interpret, assess and facilitate the transformation of human work. It aims to help students situate Christian theology of work within the multiple contexts of the current “faith/spirituality at work” movement in pluralistic corporate settings, the economic globalization process, and human flourishing. We will draw insights from theological ethics and sociology of religion to shed light on the burgeoning cottage industry of corporate chaplaincy.
Wariboko T 9-11:50 Spring 
ANTS JUST 634
[JUST/PSYP] When Home is a War Zone: Pastoral Care and Theological Issues in Domestic Violence
It is estimated that 1 out of 3 people in a congregation will have some experience with domestic violence. It remains the leading reason women visit hospital emergency rooms. Although it is less frequent, men are also victimized. This course will examine the impact of domestic violence on families and congregations. It will give special attention to the general problem of domestic violence and to the role that theological understandings of suffering, obedience, and ownership may play in such violence. It will utilize pastoral counseling case studies (video vignettes of actual pastors) to provide those in ministry with the tools they need to respond to people in their care and understand how to make appropriate referrals. Special attention will be paid to the impact intimate partner violence has in immigrant, GLBT, African American, and Latino/a communities. Although the primary focus of the class will be on Christian and Unitarian Universalist communities of faith, we will also look briefly at intimate partner violence in Jewish and Muslim communities.
Nienhuis January 3-14 (1-4p) Winter
BOSTON COLLEGE SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY & MINISTRY
BC STM TM 505 
Introduction to Catholic Social Ethics (3 credits)
How may the Catholic tradition best contribute to deliberations about social justice in contemporary society? How may future ministers prepare to teach and preach about social justice? This course addresses such questions through an examination of modern papal social encyclicals as well as the U.S. Bishops’ major pastoral letters “The Challenge of Peace” and “Economic Justice for All.” Central themes will include human rights, solidarity, common good, economic development, work, property, ecology, preferential option for the poor. The course introduces students to the documentary heritage, the tools for conducting social analysis of justice issues and the task of developing a spirituality of social responsibility.
Massaro MW 8:30-9:50 Spring
BC STM TM 516
Medical Ethics (3 credits)
Contemporary developments in biology and medicine confront health care professionals, pastoral care-givers, patients, and the Church with new and complex moral problems, some of which challenge our basic sense of the meaning of life. In addition to charting basic principles of moral theology, we will consider foundational concepts such as life, embodiment, personhood, suffering, vulnerability, and dying. We will examine specific issues such as reproduction, genetics, abortion, neonatal care, suffering, dying, nutrition/hydration, euthanasia, transplantation, autonomy, professionalism, research, managed care, resource-allocation, and pastoral care.
Vacek T 6:30-9 Spring
BC STM TM 562
Work, Family and Ecology (3 credits)
This course examines three central but often-neglected questions in Catholic social ethics. How can human labor be most life-giving? To what extent should we rethink family arrangements and gender roles in our new millennium? In what ways does our Christian vocation to care for the natural environment call for new commitments? We will engage in moral reasoning about many issues that shape our cultural and physical environment. We will also investigate diverse Christian resources for social activism in response to the challenges of our times. Because Catholic social teaching forms the baseline for so much of the reflection of this course, familiarity with the encyclical tradition, as treated in TM 505, will facilitate full participation in this course.
Massaro T 3-5:20 Spring
BOSTON COLLEGE DEPARTMENT OF THEOLOGY 
BC TH 351
Faith Elements in Conflicts: The Role of Theological Positions in the Fomenting or Resolution of Conflict 
Religious differences appear often to figure in the dehumanization of enemies and rationalization of violence. This course will look at the way key concepts such as revelation, election and universality in various religions, especially in sectarian guise, affect the origins and progress of violent conflicts, and will ask to what extent such employment of these concepts betrays the religions themselves. It will also examine how far the institutional interests of religious bodies make them vulnerable to manipulation by other parties engaged in any given conflict, and how the religious elements and loyalties relate to other interests that figure in such conflicts. 
Helmick W 3-5:30 Spring
BC TH 406 
War & Peacemaking in Eastern Christianity 
Despite its compelling record on pacifism, the Eastern Church had occasionally derailed from this position due to heresies and political pressures. First, a focused literature review of patristic writings, liturgical compositions, Canon Law, etc., will be conducted to identify Church's position on violence. Secondly, phenomena such as evil and dualism will be analyzed in the context of attitudes of demonizing the enemies, while the Just War Theory and Nationalism will be analyzed in the context of instances when the Church sanctioned defensive violence. Thirdly, special peacemaking methods will be explored in light of the tripartite dimension of violence. 
Simion W 3-4:50 Spring
BC TH 563 
Ethics, Religion, and International Politics 
An examination of the role of religion in international politics and of ethical approaches to international affairs. Special emphasis will be given to religion as a source of conflict, religious communities as transnational agents for justice, protection of human rights, and peace; the historical development and contemporary formulations of ethical norms for the use of force, ethical and religious contributions to reconciliation and solidarity. 
Hollenbach & Owens M W 3-4:15 Fall & Spring
BC TH 592 
Using Documentary Film As a Peacemaking Tool 
The two professors have over the years brought together their experiences, Michalczyk in making documentary films, Helmick in mediation in several major conflicts, cooperating to produce a series of films on the making of peace, in Northern Ireland, in the Balkan countries, in South Africa, in the Middle East, in Mafia-ridden Sicily, in post-Soviet Russia. These have since been used in those and other conflict areas as tools of peace-making and of understanding the processes of reconciliation.
Helmick T 3-5:30 Spring
BOSTON UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 
BU STH TS 800
International Conflict and the Ministry of Reconciliation 
Learning to Engage Conflict Well means the development of a theology, theory and practice of faith-based conflict transformation. This course carries this thought into the realm of the public square with reference to national and international conflict. It seeks to lay out important components of what might be termed a ministry of reconciliation. Churches and communities of faith are not simply local and parochial bodies but are parts of wider communities of faith and practice. They function in the public square as much as within the bounds of particular traditions. They raise the question of not only how to be faithful, but also how to live faithfully in a world of difference. Churches and communities of faith have their own agendas, but they are also drawn into conflict as faith is easily hijacked for other purposes. Religion can be a source of conflict as well as an instrument for peace. In recognition of particular areas of conflict in today’s world, this course seeks to lay out principles essential to the building of a culture of reconciliation. The course lays out a strategy for religious peace building.
Petersen T 2-5 Spring 2012
BU STH TS 810 
The Principles and Practices of Forgiveness
This course explores the psychological, theological, and political dynamics of forgiveness. It is attendant to recent work in the social sciences and in theology, to interfaith considerations, to the growing appropriation of techniques for forgiveness among humanitarian and religious practitioners, and to the political implications of forgiveness for national healing. Forgiveness is the key to the restoration of relationships and, together with restorative justice helps to lay the groundwork for community reconciliation.
Petersen M 2 – 5  Spring 2011 
BU STH TS 818 
Social Analysis and Ethical Reflection 
Social analysis as a tool for theological reflection and praxis. A critical exploration of the meaning of American society in transition and of the political economy of globalization for the ministry for human dignity and justice.
Chung TBA Spring 
BU STH TE 825 
Interfaith Education for Peace
This course is an intensive exploration of interfaith education for peace. Students will engage with theological questions of religious pluralism; explore methods of interfaith learning (including contemplation, shared study, and social action); deepen their knowledge of other religions; discuss the links between religion, war, and peace; and construct their own strategies of interfaith education for peace.
Thomas T 2-5 Spring
BU STH TS 837 
Comparative Religious Ethics 
Philosophical and religious perspectives in the meaning of the good life and the good society. Comparative study of social ethics in Christianity and other world religions with particular attention to one or two selected contemporary issues, such as the erosion of community, economic problems, humanity's relationship to the environment, and human rights.
Chung TBA Spring 
BU STH TS 845 
Christian Social Ethics
Comparative study of historical and contemporary approaches to the nature, sources, methods, and concepts of Christian morality in Protestant, Roman Catholic, and Orthodox tradition.
Hart W 3-6 Spring
BU STH TS 854 
BU Ethical Tradition 
The seminar will orient the participants to the Boston University Ethical Tradition, beginning with the Boston Personalists, with particular emphasis on the work of Borden Parker Bowne, Edgar S. Brightman, Walter Muelder, and others, and the important contributions made by Howard Thurman and Martin Luther King, Jr. The course will culminate with the works of contemporary exponents of the BU tradition. Throughout the course, there will be a special emphasis on the relationship of the BU tradition to the issues of war and peace, economic and social justice, and in particular, racial justice.
Faramelli TBA Spring 
BU STH TS 862/962 
Global Ethics in Cultural Contexts
An in-depth study of distinctive approaches to economic, ethnic, gender and political justice in diverse regions: North America, Latin America, Africa, Asia and Israel/Palestine. Liberation theology perspectives–African American, Feminist, Womanist, Mujerista, Latin American, Native American, Asian, African, Jewish and Palestinian–will provide bases for developing transcultural social ethics.
Hart T 2-5 Fall
BU STH TS 867/967 
Christianity and Ecology 
**********
Hart T 2-5 Spring 
BU STH TS 877 
The Principles and Practices of Restorative Justice 
This course focuses on the fundamental principles and practices of restorative justice as applicable to church and society. The course explores the needs and roles of key stakeholders (victims, offenders, communities, justice systems), outlines the basic principles and values of restorative justice and introduces some of the primary models of practice. It also identifies challenges to restorative justice - the dangers, the pitfalls – as well as possible strategies to help prevent restorative justice from failing to live up to its promise. This is done in the context of secular and theological understandings, with a particular emphasis on Biblical understandings of justice and readings from the Koran as well. The course is organized around the issue of crime and harm within a western legal context. However, attention is given to applications and lessons from other contexts. Of particular interest is the contribution of traditional or indigenous approaches to justice as well as applications in post-conflict situations. Ultimately, the course explores restorative justice as a way of seeking justice in all contexts and as a way of life.
Porter T 6:30-9:30 Spring 
BU STH TS 896 
Religion, Economics, and the Common Good
A study of the relationship between religion, economics, and societal well-being, particularly as explored in the presentation and critique of a “Protestant ethic.” The subsequent integration of political, economic, sociological, and religious insights will provide a foundation for the formulation of community-based and community-oriented social institutions. 
TBA TBA Spring
BU STH TS 951 
Contemporary Social Teachings for the Christian Church
An in-depth study of major contemporary social issues, utilizing the works of key Christian social ethicists, as expressed in the Protestant, Anglican, Eastern Orthodox, and Roman Catholic traditions and in theologies of liberation. Issues such as sexuality and human reproduction, war and peace, economic and social justice, racism, gender, social class, and the use/misuse and protection of natural resources, will be viewed through the perspective of different religious traditions. Special emphasis will be placed on ecumenical and interfaith social ethics, the rise and significance of the Christian Right, and development of the tools needed to do social ethics in different social and cultural contexts.
TBA TBA Spring
EPISCOPAL DIVINITY SCHOOL
EDS PT/CS 2019-I 
Social Issues & the Church in an Urban Context 
This course will examine the new challenges confronting the Church in social ministry. Particular emphasis will be placed on institutional responses to the environmental crisis, health care delivery, housing for all people, and a close examination of the criminal justice system. The premise of the course involves the recognition that the word urban has become a code for race and as such the course will examine racism as a personal and institutional impediment to positively engaging all social issues. We will review previous strategies, evaluate their effectiveness and utility for the 21st century, and seek clarity regarding the appropriate roles for the Church, for the government, and the private sector as each seeks to respond to the crisis that our culture faces in these areas.
Rodman M-F 4-6 June 2011
GORDON-CONWELL THEOLOLGICAL SEMINARY
GC YM 582 
Juvenile Justice Ministry: The Role of the Youth Worker
This course will focus on the transformational character development that is needed for those who work with today’s at-risk teens, while simultaneously exploring expectations, motivations, and pitfalls that occur over the course of a troubled-youth ministry. Strategies for long-term effectiveness will be detailed, including team-building strategies and spiritual formation practices. 
Larson Jan. 3-7, 8:30am-5pm January Meets in Boston
GC MC/SE 603
The Public Church: Justice, Community, Community Organizing, and the People of God
This course will explore the biblical call to act in the world to confront and transform injustice. We will explore the differences between dominant and relational power paradigms and wrestle with the biblical basis of these concepts. Community organizing and its relationship to the church will also be discussed.
Hammond & Hamilton Jan. 9-16, Sat. 9am-5pm, M-F, 6:30-9:30 Meets in Boston
GC SE 632
Christianity and the Problem of Racism
Multiethnic and interactive class examines racism in terms of a black and white paradigm. A multidisciplinary analysis of this major social problem. Course includes graphic presentations, biblical, psycho-social and ethical principles leading to challenging discussions.
Borgman & Gaskin Selected Weekends Spring Meets in Boston
GC ET/TH 637
Workplace Theology
No Description Available.
Gill M 6-9 Fall
HOLY CROSS GREEK ORTHODOX SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY 
HC ETHC 6102 
Orthodox Christian Social Ethics
This is a study of social ethics from an Orthodox Christian perspective. The course will focus on developing skills, through a study of methods and sources, necessary to analyze contemporary social problems and to make ethical judgments on such issues as church and politics, poverty, war, culture, the environment and other current topics.
Patitsas TBA Spring 
HC DOGM 7310
Seminar on Peace Theology
This seminar examines the biblical, patristic and liturgical foundations of peace as well as the reflections of modern Orthodox theologians on peace and peacemaking. It will attempt to retrieve the peace theology of the Orthodox Church in conversation with the ecumenical and interfaith discussions about peace and peacemaking. It is guided by the theological assumption that violence is a reality of the fallen world but cannot have theological legitimacy if eschatology shapes the life of the Church. The purpose of the course is to provide solid grounds for the participation of the Orthodox Church in peace and peacemaking movements and efforts as a faithful expression of the Church’s calling. It will also examine critically peace statements and declarations of different Christian churches and ecumenical organizations and compare their theology with the beliefs of the Orthodox Church in an effort to consider common ground and differences.
Clapsis W 2:10-4:30 Spring
HARVARD DIVINITY SCHOOL 
HDS 2394
Christian Ethics, Persuasion, and Power II
Whatever else it might be, European "modernity" is a transformation in Christian projects for ethics. Controversies over Reformation can conceal how far both Protestant and Roman Catholic writers begin to make modern assumptions about moral learning or to exercise modern forms of control over moral subjects. The course will trace some of this transformation and the increasingly radical reactions to it without pretending to any completion. Readings will include major texts from the Reformation through the 19th century. Course has additional hour to be arranged.
Jordan W 2-4 Spring
HDS 2690
Religion, Gender, and Culture Colloquium: Feminist Theory and Theology
The Religion, Gender, and Culture Colloquium explores the intersections of feminist theory with feminist theologies and gender studies in religion. Required for doctoral students in Religion, Gender, and Culture. Interested MTS, ThM, and MDiv students should contact the instructor.
Ahmed T 4-6 Spring
HDS 2721
The Ethical and Religious Thought of Martin Luther King, Jr.: Seminar
A study of the life, thought, and actions of Martin Luther King, Jr. An ethical analysis of his primary concepts, ideas, and strategies based upon a reading and discussion of his writings and their sources.
Williams M 4-6 Spring
HDS 2802 
Religion, Ecology, and Human Rights
Through an analysis of several case studies from across the globe, we will explore the intersections of religion, ecology, and human rights as they play out in differing social/cultural contexts. This cross-disciplinary investigation is focused on understanding the complex forces that shape conflicts between the preservation and distribution of natural resources and human well-being while also identifying strategies and resources to promote peace and sustainable coexistence. Special attention will be given to the ways that religion functions in particular contexts and conflicts.
Moore W 2-4 Spring
HDS 2916
Religion, Democracy and Education
The focus of this course is to develop an understanding of the evolving relationship among religion, secularism, democracy and public education in the United States. Our exploration will include 1) a historical review of the relationship between religion and public education in the U.S. with special attention to pivotal Supreme Court decisions that have shaped public policy discourses in these areas over the past half century; 2) a consideration of the social and moral consequences that stem from privileging secularism and democracy as the normative ideologies of the public sphere; and 3) a historical and contemporary analysis of differing views regarding the nature and purpose of public education and the role of religion in those debates. Final projects may focus on the legal, political or curricular dimensions of the course.
Moore T 4-6 Spring
HDS 3729
Introduction to Comparative Religious Ethics: Character and a Good Life
What does it mean to be a good person and live a good life? This course approaches such questions comparatively. Readings include primary sources from diverse cultures and also a range of methods and genres. The first half of the semester examines philosophical and religious responses from ancient Greece and China, and early Judaism. The later part of the course addresses modern cases through ethnography, psychology, political theory, and poetry.
Schofer T Th 10-11:30 Spring
HDS 3917
Feminist Cross Cultural Perspectives on Beliefs and Practices
This course examines feminist practical theological critiques of the relationship between beliefs and practices in the context of global imperial logics of masculinist dominance. Feminist theologies advancing plural and intersecting liberation perspectives on race, class, gender, sexuality, ethnicity, culture and rhetorical positioning will be investigated. A primary outcome of this course is to develop an awareness of polarized strategies influencing identity construction, ethical inclusivity and the usefulness of theologically saturated languages to counter imperial logics.
Abraham T Th 10-11:30 Spring

